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A German transport which was in the harbor made
the total number of German personnel superior to
that of the Americans, and the arrival of the Kaiser
on the 12th of June gave the Germans distinct
naval preponderance.

The presence of so powerful a squadron in itself
closely approached an international discourtesy.
Disregarding the  laws  of blockade,  as  Dewey,
trained in the Civil War blockade of the South, in-
terpreted them, the German officers were actively
iamiliar both with the Spanish officials of Manila
and with the insurgents.    Finally they ensconced
themselves in the quarantine station at the entrance
of the Bay, and Admiral Diedrichs took up land
quarters.    Further, they interfered between the
insurgents and the Spaniards outside of Manila
Bay.    In the controversy between Diedrichs and
Dewey which grew out of these difficulties, Captain
Chichester, commanding the British squadron, sup-
ported Dewey's course unqualifiedly and, more-
over, let it be clearly known that, in the event of
hostilities, the British vessels would take their
stand with the Americans.